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ABSTRACT  

Objective: To examine how women’s identities, agency, and collective participation are 

expressed through cultural, literary, and religious women’s communities in Java, 

Indonesia, using an ethno-gender perspective. 

Methods and Materials: A multi-site qualitative ethnographic design involved 137 

Javanese women from East Java (n = 39), Central Java (n = 60), and West Java (n = 38). 

Data sources included participant questionnaires for demographic and community 

mapping, semi-structured interviews, observation, documentary materials, field notes, 

and a focus-group discussion with 10 gender practitioners. Analysis proceeded through 

data identification and reduction, open and axial coding, cross-regional comparison, 

triangulation, peer discussion, and interpretive verification. 

Findings: The mapping documented 253 community-category entries: 85 cultural, 81 

literary, and 87 religious. Religious communities were numerically the largest category, 

although the differences across domains were modest. Participation rates varied across 

provinces, and participants consistently described women’s communities as spaces for 

social support, exchange of ideas, identity expression, capacity development, leadership, 

advocacy, and reinterpretation of cultural and religious norms. 

Conclusion: Women’s communities in Java appear to function as culturally embedded 

social spaces in which identity, belonging, agency, and public participation are 

negotiated. The findings support an intersectional interpretation of ethno-gender while 

remaining limited by voluntary recruitment, the Java-only setting, and the descriptive 

nature of the community inventory. 

Keywords: Women’s Communities, Ethno-Gender, Identity, Gender Equality, Culture, 

Literature, Religion. 
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