
 

 

 

Volume 13, Issue 9, Article e2026-1738 

DOI: 10.61838/ijbmc.v13i9.1738

Ijbmc.org

 

Article type: 

Qualitative Research 

 
1 National Museum of Art of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan named after A. Kasteev, Almaty, 

Kazakhstan. 

2 M.O. Auezov Institute of Literature and Art, 

Almaty, Kazakhstan. 

3 Almaty Museum of Arts, Almaty, Kazakhstan. 

4 Temirbek Zhurgenov Kazakh National Academy of 

Arts, Almaty, Kazakhstan. 

 

Corresponding author email address: 

sharipova.dilyara@proton.me  

 

 

 

Article history: 
 

Received 23 Mar 2026 
Revised 18 Apr 2026 
Accepted 07 May 2026 
Published online 01 Sep 2026 
 
 
How to cite this article: 

Kobzhanova, S. Z., Sharipova, D. S., Kumarbayeva, A. A., 

Kelsinbek, M. M., & Yespenova, A. T.  (2026). Collective 

Trauma, Cultural Memory, and the Psychology of 

Unfreedom in Contemporary Installation Art of 

Kazakhstan: A Psychocultural Analysis. International 

Journal of Body, Mind and Culture, 13(9), Article e2026-

1738. https://doi.org/10.61838/ijbmc.v13i9.1738 

  

 

 
© 2026 the authors. This is an open-access article under 

the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) 

License. 

 

ABSTRACT 

Objective: To examine how contemporary installation art in Kazakhstan articulates the 

interconnected fields of historical trauma, cultural memory, unfreedom, and collective 

identity, and to clarify how spatial, material, and affective strategies contribute to 

psychocultural meaning-making. 

Methods and Materials: A qualitative interpretive analysis was conducted on selected 

installation-based works by Kazakhstani artists from 2013 onward. The analysis combined 

art-historical interpretation with concepts from trauma studies, memory studies, affect 

theory, postmemory, and expanded scenography, drawing on artworks, exhibition 

contexts, artist interviews where available, and selected digital materials. 

Findings: Across the analyzed works, fragmented portraits, archival documents, textiles, 

ready-made objects, sound, and spatial obstruction functioned as material carriers of 

traumatic memory. Installations addressing the repressions of 1937 and contemporary 

social violence repeatedly transformed historical absence into embodied encounters with 

fear, mourning, vulnerability, and remembrance. At the same time, some works shifted 

from “dark” memory toward symbolic repair, compassion, and the possibility of working 

through collective trauma. 

Conclusion: Installation art in contemporary Kazakhstan operates as a psychocultural 

space in which traumatic history is not merely represented but materially reorganized for 

reflection. Its immersive and affective capacities enable artists to connect postmemory, 

collective identity, and contemporary social concerns while inviting viewers to participate 

in processes of remembrance and critical interpretation. 
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